Focus on Albright College
Personalized education, a strong sense of community, interdisciplinary study, and
experiential learning are all hallmarks of an Albright undergraduate experience. A
liberal arts college with 1,750 students on 118 acres in Reading, Pennsylvania (one
hour from Philadelphia), Albright, which was founded as a Methodist school in 1856,
now draws an extremely diverse group of students from across the U.S. as well as
abroad. Challenging but nurturing, Albright has recently garnered recognition in an
array of publications including Princeton Review’s Best Colleges and the New York
Times’ list of top 50 schools for economic value.
Like most liberal arts colleges, Albright has a set of core requirements designed not
just to provide a well-rounded fund of knowledge, but also to teach students how to
think, analyze, problem-solve, work collaboratively, and learn from each other.
After completion of 100-level courses in the humanities, social sciences, fine arts,
quantitative reasoning and writing, students must take 200-level “connections”
courses that address issues from multiple perspectives and are co-taught by faculty
from different departments. Then a 300-level capstone synthesis course brings
together students from different majors to discuss the readings on a topic that
would ordinarily be approached differently in each of their fields. The goal is to
have them learn from each other.
One of Albright’s more unusual features is its emphasis on helping students to
expand and combine their interests in pursuit of double or interdisciplinary majors.
This is partly predicated on a belief that exploring topics in a lateral rather than a
linear fashion enhances critical thinking, but it is also the school’s way of helping
students prepare for life after college. The Office of Experiential Learning, meaning
learning through real-world experiences like research, internships and study
abroad, has merged with the Office of Career Services, and now works with students
beginning as soon as they set foot on campus. The goal is to help them figure out
which majors best suit their interests, what other experiences will enhance their

classroom studies, and how these experiences and the expertise they acquire from
them may be articulated to future employers.
Like most small schools, Albright boasts of students’ relationships with faculty, who
get to know them personally, mentor undergraduate research in all disciplines, and
guide their pursuit of a career path, but Albright goes a step further than some to
ensure that no student falls through the cracks. Its “student alert program” means
that faculty and staff communicate with one another any indication a student might
be having difficulty, such as multiple absences, falling asleep in class, or earning a
failing grade. This is a “one-phone call school,” one professor said, explaining that
what she likes most about Albright is how easy it is for both faculty and students to
connect with the right person to help them with any problem.
Also unusual is the fact that 41% of the Albright student body is now multicultural,
including international students. A generous financial aid policy has made this
possible, and the school’s commitment to affordability includes stipends for study
abroad as well as undergraduate research and free room and board for students
who require it in order to engage in research projects over the summer.
The arts are particularly strong at Albright, and the Fashion program (which
includes fashion and costume design and fashion merchandizing) has been
identified as one of the top 20 on the East Coast by Fashion-Schools.org.
Although many students develop their own combination of majors (and have a
faculty advisor in each one), others choose from among 20 pre-established
interdisciplinary majors that include: Accounting, Economics and Finance, Digital
Video Art, Urban Affairs, Public Health, Arts Administration, Environmental Science,
Crime and Justice, Child and Family Studies, and Music Business.
Admission decisions are based primarily on applicants’ high school courses and
grades, which have proven to correlate with success at Albright. Submission of the
SAT or ACT is not mandatory as the tests have not been shown to have much
predictive value, but applicants who do not submit tests have several alternative
options. One is to come to campus for an interview, where they will be asked
straightforward questions about their strengths and weaknesses and whether they
have ever sought a tutor. The purpose is to assess their self-knowledge and how
well they will self-advocate if they run into difficulty. Other options are to send a
graded paper or, in the case of students at the top of their high school class, to have
the school counselor send an explanation of their grades in context, identifying the
decile their grade point average falls in even if the school does not ordinarily
provide class rank.
For the class of 2021, the median SAT scores were 1000–1190, and the admit rate
was 49%. Decisions are rendered on a rolling basis, generally within two weeks of
the application’s being complete, and financial packages including merit awards are

presented at the same time as offers of admission in an effort to give the student as
much control of the college decision process as possible.

