Focus on Binghamton University
The flagship of New York State’s public university system, Binghamton University
provides outstanding opportunities for high achieving students from all 50 states
and 122 countries in a wide range of fields in the sciences, engineering, humanities,
business, and the arts.
The 13,600 undergraduates and 3,600 graduate students study in six schools: Arts
and Sciences, Engineering, Nursing, Community and Public Affairs, Management,
and Pharmacy. Everyone takes a liberal arts core, exploration is encouraged, and
students frequently double major or major and minor across divisions.
The average SAT scores of admitted students place the school in the top ten among
public universities, and its price tag (just under $40,000 for tuition, room and board
for out-of-state residents) enables Binghamton to draw students who might
otherwise attend the most selective private universities. In addition to affordability,
the serious but collaborative atmosphere is frequently cited by Binghamton
students as a reason they chose it. In general, they say, their classmates are happy
and have balanced lives.
Rallying around the Division 1 athletic teams is one way they achieve that balance,
but this is not a “rah-rah” or party school. Students are here first and foremost for
the academics. As one explained, if the atmosphere at other schools may be called
“work hard, play hard,” at Binghamton it’s more like “play hard, work harder.”

The campus has expanded steadily since its beginnings as Harpur College of the Arts
and Sciences, modeled off private liberal arts colleges like Swarthmore. Over the
past 15 years it has seen an enormous amount of construction, including four
buildings that house research in biotechnology, engineering and sciences,
coordinated studies in engineering and the arts, and physics. In the fall of 2018, a
new building will open to house the School of Pharmacy across the river in Johnson
City, where the medical school currently stands. Two years later the Nursing school
will move there as well, along with programs in Occupational Therapy and Physical
Therapy.
Binghamton’s unusually advanced laboratory facilities have won the university
contracts to perform scientific research for businesses all over the world. The
inventor of the lithium ion battery has a lab on campus, where he is working on
improving it, and there is an NIH-supported institute devoted to studying the effects
of alcohol on the brain. All told, $3.8 million was spent on research during the 20162017 school year, nearly 10% of it supported by industry. Consequently extensive
opportunities exist for undergraduates in the sciences and engineering to engage
with faculty mentors in research that addresses real-world challenges.
Like the science and engineering schools, the School of Management has an
experiential focus too. In fact, hands-on experiences are mandatory in every
business course, many requiring undergraduates to address real life challenges that
the university takes on for companies ranging from Mazda, to Ernst & Young, to
Zenith, to Deloitte. All Management students participate in a “Dean’s Challenge,”
and many participate in a variety of other competitions too. In the past two years
Binghamton teams have won the top three spots in national competitions, with one
team this year beating out all others nationally and advancing to an international
competition.
Management students may earn a B.S. in either Accounting or Business
Administration. Concentrations include Business Analytics, Entrepreneurship,
Finance, Management, Information Systems, Marketing, Supply Chain Management,
and Quantitative Finance. No matter the specific field of study in this school,
everyone is encouraged to have as many internships as possible, beginning the
summer following their first year. The most prestigious one is usually the summer
following the junior year, and frequently results in a job offer upon graduation.
Career Services works hard to connect students with opportunities in New York City
and Washington, D.C. They are also in the process of developing connections with
companies in California.
The College of Community and Public Affairs is located in a building in the
downtown center of Binghamton, close to numerous government and non-profit
agency offices. Here approximately 1,000 students (including graduate students)
pursue studies in a disparate-sounding set of programs that all emphasize building
community. The most popular major in this school is called Human Development,

and graduates with this degree go on to medical and law school as well as work in
government, education and social work.
Binghamton’s main campus, which takes ten minutes to cross on foot, has five
distinct residential communities, each of which has its own culture, cuisine
specialty, and unique facilities. For example, one has a makerspace and another a
public speaking lab. Incoming freshmen can submit their preferences and are then
assigned on a first come, first served basis. One of these communities houses the
Honors College, and another the athletes who need to be on campus during school
breaks.
Each residential community has a variety of styles of residence halls, living-learning
communities, a “government,” and counselors who are responsible for social
programming and who also hold office hours. Sixty percent of the students live on
campus, but approximately 70% move off campus for their last two years.
Applicants may use the Common Application, the Coalition Application, or the SUNY
Application. If they apply by the 11/1 Early Action (non-binding) deadline, they will
receive a decision by 1/15, which is also the deadline for Regular Decision
applications.
The median high school GPAs for admitted students are 92-97 or 3.4- 3.9. Median
SATs are 650-720 for Math and 640-710 for evidenced-based reading and writing.
Median ACTs are 27-31.

