Focus on Boston University
For students seeking the energy and opportunities of a city without having to
sacrifice such hallmarks of a traditional campus experience as lots of green space
and Division 1 athletics, Boston University’s 16,000 undergraduates receive a
relatively personalized experience. The average class size is 27, and the school is
philosophically committed to helping students connect with faculty to learn about
activities outside of the classroom.
President Robert Brown, who has led the university since 2005, established a policy
called “One B.U.,” under which students majoring in any of the ten colleges can take
courses and even double major or minor in any of the others. Many
interdisciplinary courses are taught here as well. The colleges are: Arts and
Sciences, Communication, Fine Arts, Engineering, General Studies, Global Studies,
Health and Rehabilitation, Sciences, Education, Business, and Hospitality
Administration.
One of the first research universities in the nation, B.U. was founded with a mission
to provide practical solutions to real-world problems at a time when many other
universities were providing a more traditional classical education. Today more than
$1,000,000 is allocated to fund undergraduate research across all disciplines and all
over the world. Freshmen can take a research course to prepare them for
opportunities that may be on campus or in a multitude of other venues. A brand new
Center for Integrated Life Sciences and Engineering provides lots of research space
and state-of-the-art facilities, and a shuttle connects with the medical campus and
its facilities. The libraries host an enormous collection of original documents of all
sorts that are used for student research as well.

Global education is another priority of the university, which has 400 ventures in
more than 90 countries where students may study, do research, and have
internships. Some of the more exotic opportunities include a climate change project
in Antarctica, a Tropical Ecology project in Ecuador, and work at a laboratory at
CERN in Geneva, Switzerland. Even Engineering majors have the opportunity to
study abroad. The Pardee School of Global Studies enables students, who are not
necessarily all International Relations majors, to work with global agencies and
organizations on ventures that address global problems. Unsurprisingly, this school
has been a major feeder for the Peace Corps.
With international students comprising 23% of the current freshman class, even
students who remain on the Boston campus are exposed to a great deal of diversity.
The rest of the student population is currently 36% white, 17.5% Asian, 12%
Hispanic, 6.9% African American, and 4.6% other. Sixteen percent are the first
generation in their family to attend college, and the university is keeping
affordability a priority for economically disadvantaged students. Eighty-eight
percent of the institutional aid B.U. awards is need-based, and 12% is merit based.
Students who attend B.U. tend to be eager for exposure to others with different
experiences and perspectives. An attitude of inclusiveness has existed since the
university’s founding by abolitionists, and the school is proud of having been the
first American university to matriculate women and one of the first to have an
African-American president. A popular weekly program called “Coffee and
Conversation” enables students to come together on their own initiative to converse
about current events.
The College of General Studies offers 600 students in cohorts of 75 to 80 a highly
structured, comprehensive liberal arts curriculum for freshman and sophomore
years that is team-taught. In the past the students in this program tended to have
profiles a bit low for the other divisions, but they were placed there or selected
General Studies in anticipation that it would provide them with the necessary
fundamentals to transition successfully into another program at the end of the
second year. A study-abroad component has been added to this program, and the
university has begun accepting a cohort each January as well as each September.
Increasingly students have been applying directly to General Studies rather than
being placed there by Admissions, and the profiles of the students there have
become more similar to those of students admitted to the university’s other
programs. Consequently, in another year entry to the program will be entirely by
student choice. Students will enter in the second semester only, and everyone will
spend six weeks together in London.
For students studying in Boston, campus housing is guaranteed all four years, and
85% of undergraduates live in the residence halls. Thirteen percent of
undergraduates join fraternities or sororities, but these have no houses so their
members live with the rest of their classmates. The “T” (the city’s mass transit
system) runs right through the campus, making it extremely easy to get anywhere in

Boston. One can also hop on the T to get from one end of campus to the other, but
that is hardly necessary as walking the distance takes only about 15 minutes.
B.U. offers Early Decision 1 (11/15), and Early Decision 2 or Regular Decision (1/2).
Approximately 35% of the class is filled with Early Decision applicants. The overall
admit rate is 25%. The applicants’ high school curriculum, understood in the
context of the school’s offerings, is the most important factor admissions officers
consider. The average high school GPA is A-, except for the Honors College, where
the average is A. The deadline for students applying for merit scholarships is 12/1.
For students admitted from the regular decision pool in the last admission cycle, the
average SAT was 1452 and average ACT was 32. For those admitted under an Early
Decision plan, the average SAT was 1354 and average ACT was 29.
The admissions office tracks visits, attendance at off-campus events, and
communication with admissions officers to determine an applicant’s level of
interest, which may have a small impact on the admissions decision for some
applicants.

