Focus on Colgate University
With just under 3,000 students, Colgate University is a bit larger than
some of the other liberal arts colleges with which it is frequently
compared. The admissions officers boast that this translates to more
resources. In fact, the school offers 56 majors and 200 clubs and
organizations, while the 9-to-1 student-to-faculty ratio keeps classes
quite small, 17 students on average.
Academics are rigorous, and lots of one-on-one teaching takes place, as
students may propose their own courses and develop their own
research projects under the supervision of a professor. Eighty-three
percent of students do some kind of meaningful research in the course
of their four years, and 200 students are on campus each summer
engaged in research projects funded by the university.
Colgate’s location in the tiny town of Hamilton, New York, whose total
population is 4,200, probably has something to do with the tight sense
of community felt by the students, faculty, and even staff. Professors
keep their office doors open and frequently invite students to their
nearby homes for dinner.
A Division 1 athletic program helps to bring everyone together too.
Some of the teams, like Basketball, for instance, are particularly strong

and attract many spectators as they compete against Patriot League
teams from much larger schools.
Community service is also popular, with twenty different student
groups doing various types of service work in the region. Greek life
plays a significanat role in campus life as well although students are not
permitted to join until sophomore year, at which point 40% do so.
A set of academic requirements is designed to provide scaffolding for all
students, regardless of their majors. By the end of sophomore year,
everyone must take five interdisciplinary courses that are team-taught
by faculty in multiple departments. These are called Legacies of the
Ancient World, Challenges of Modernity, Scientific Perspectives on the
World, Communities and Identities, and Global Engagements. In
addition, all students are required to take two social science, two
natural science or math, and two humanities classes before they
graduate. Some majors require a senior thesis too, and students in any
major can write an honors thesis if they so choose.
While Colgate aims to provide a broad liberal arts education rather than
career training per se, 98.7% of the class of 2018 had a job or were in
graduate school within ten months of graduation. This high success rate
is attributable in part to the efforts of the Career Services office, which
engages with 90% of the student body each year. The office’s efforts are
enhanced by a particularly devoted alumni network who provide
current students with internships and extensive guidance. For instance,
the students in the Entrepreneurship Club work one-on-one with
alumni mentors, and alumni come to campus to prepare students for job
interviews.
The Colgate student body has become increasingly diverse in recent
years. Currently 22% are domestic students of color, 15% are
international, and 9% are the first in their families to attend college.
Fifty-three percent come from public school and 47% from private
school.
Students care about issues that are hot topics on and off campus and
have a diverse set of opinions which the administration seeks to ensure
may all be heard. The goal, they say, is for students to be able to both

resprectfully disagree with others whose views differ from their own
and find places where they can be with others who share their views
Applicants may use either the Common or Coalition Application and
choose from three admission plans. The deadlines are November 15th
for Early Decision 1, and January 15th for Early Decision 2 and Regular
Decision. For the class of 2023, the median high school GPA was 3.82
out of 4.0, the median SATs were 1410-1520, and median ACTs were
31-34.

