Focus on The College of Charleston
As Charleston, South Carolina, one of the nation’s most historic cities, has undergone
rapid growth in recent years, so has the College of Charleston, located at its center
since pre-Revolutionary days. A public university where the focus is on
undergraduate education, it currently has approximately 10,000 undergraduates,
2,000 more than it had five years ago. The school’s facilities, which are mostly
within a 4 square block radius, range from 18th century to very modern, and the
many new apartment complexes that surround them have made expansion easy.
Forty percent of the students come from out of state, attracted by a variety of
factors, among them the city itself, which has much to offer without feeling
overwhelming. Besides being a premier tourist destination for history buffs and
less than half an hour’s drive from three beaches, Charleston also has a large
medical center and medical school, headquarters for Boeing, Amazon, Google, Volvo
and Mercedes Benz, and more than 250 new tech start-ups. Thus, students at the
college have many opportunities for hands-on learning and internships in a wide
variety of fields. In fact, most majors require internships and the school helps
students obtain them.
The 15-to-1 student-to-faculty ratio facilitates small classes and close mentoring
relationships. Although the emphasis for faculty is more on teaching than on
research, enough research is going on for undergraduates in all fields to get
involved. Students in the Honors College are required to engage in research and are
assigned a second advisor specifically to supervise this research and guide their
production of a publishable final product.

All students enter the college “undecided,” and take a set of required courses across
the curriculum that are designed to give them a solid liberal arts foundation and an
opportunity to explore multiple options before declaring a major at the end of
sophomore year. None of the programs are capped, although admission to some
requires specific criteria like an audition.
Particularly strong programs include Business, Hospitality and Tourism, Marine
Biology, Computer Science, Biology, and an interdisciplinary Jewish Studies major.
The largest major is Communications, and the fastest growing is Marketing. Also
growing are Finance, Exercise Science, Public Health, and Arts Management. Supply
Chain Management was just introduced in the School of Business, and Dance has
recently begun to be offered as a major as well as a minor. Many students are
interested in health care fields, and pre-health advising is strong. The school also
offers a two-year pre-Nursing program, after which students transfer to the Medical
College of Charleston to complete their degree.
For recreation, College of Charleston students enjoy the nearby restaurants,
beaches, and music scene in addition to more than 220 student clubs and
organizations. Although the college does not have a football team, it has Division 1
athletics, with the biggest programs being in Basketball (which is very popular),
Baseball and Soccer. It also has Equestrian and Sailing Teams. Twenty percent of
the students participate in Greek life, which consists of 13 sororities and 5
fraternities. These provide an option of deferred recruitment in the spring, when
the process is more relaxed.
Applicants to The College of Charleston must download the proprietary application
from the school’s website at http://cofc.edu. They are required to write a short
essay and optional personal statement, for which they can use the same one they
wrote for the Common Application. They must also submit either the SAT or ACT,
either of which the Admissions Office will Super-score. For out-of-state applicants
the median scores in 2017 were 1110-1270 on the SAT and 22-27 on the ACT.
For admission to the Honors College, which enrolls approximately 200 students
each year, applicants must submit an additional essay and a resume. Those who are
accepted live in special housing and take approximately one-third of their classes in
the Honors College. To remain there, they must maintain a 3.5 average.
The deadlines are 11/1 for Early Decision (which is new), 12/1 for Early Action and
for the Honors College, and 2/15 for Regular Decision.

