Focus on Elon University
Elon University, located in North Carolina 50 minutes from Raleigh-Durham
Airport and 40 minutes from Greensboro Airport, draws 75% of its students from
out of state, many of them from the Northeast. They are drawn to its
combinaHon of strong undergraduate teaching, small classes, wide range of highly
regarded of academic programs, great school spirit and Division-1 athleHcs. In
recent years the school has made great strides in increasing the diversity of the
student body such that students of color currently comprise 20 percent of the
populaHon.
Most of Elon’s 6,000 undergraduates are admiOed without respect to major,
including those in the highly ranked Business and CommunicaHons schools and
the 4-year Engineering program. Only those applying to Nursing and Bachelor of
Fine Arts programs are admiOed directly to their majors. Overall, eighty percent
apply “undecided,” and most graduate with a double major or a major and a
minor, someHmes in diﬀerent colleges.
Classes across the university are capped at 33 students, but most are in the
twenHes and all are taught by faculty, none by teaching assistants. Most classes
are discussion-based and wriHng-intensive, so faculty get to know the students
well and are commiOed to their success, all of which explains why Elon was
named #1 NaHonal University for Teaching Excellence by U.S. News & World
Report.

The Colleges of Arts & Sciences and Business each have approximately 2,000
students, the College of CommunicaHons has 1,400, EducaHon has 250, and
Nursing takes just 15 students each year. The most popular majors by the
numbers are AccounHng, Psychology, Biology, Finance, and Strategic
AdministraHon. Dance Science is one of only seven such programs in the naHon.
Regardless of the student’s major, hallmarks of an Elon educaHon are personalized
advising and mentorship and an emphasis on hands-on learning. Everyone is
required to engage in two of the following: internships, study abroad, research,
leadership, and service.
Leadership may come via the Leadership Studies minor or parHcipaHon in
acHviHes at the Center for Leadership or the school’s numerous clubs and student
organizaHons.
Because service is highly valued at Elon, admissions oﬃcers seek students who
care about their community and the world around them. Believing that future
employers share their values, the university tracks students’ service and
leadership experiences and records them on student transcripts.
Business and CommunicaHons students are required to do internships and are
assisted in obtaining them through alumni connecHons and corporate
partnerships. Many of these are outside North Carolina, with Boston, New York
City, and Los Angeles being popular venues. The Student Professional
Development Center helps students in other majors to ﬁnd internships as well.
A research forum held each spring enables undergraduates who have engaged in
research to present their work to their classmates and teachers on a special day
when all other campus acHviHes are suspended.
Study abroad is extremely popular, and Elon’s program has been ranked number
one among private schools for the past 16 years by the InsHtute for InternaHonal
EducaHon. The university has its own centers in mulHple ciHes, but students are
not limited to these. Counselors at the Global EducaHon Center help students ﬁnd
programs to meet their unique needs, and the university is generous in allocaHng
funding to support them.

Elon’s 656-acre campus has eight residenHal neighborhoods, and students are
required to live on campus for two years. However, sixty-ﬁve percent opt to stay
all four years, some of them in Living-Learning communiHes for those with shared
interests. Elon’s is an acHve campus, where most students are engaged in two or
more extracurricular organizaHons. Thirty-eight percent are involved in Greek life,
for which recruitment begins in the winter so students have a chance to seOle into
college life before beginning the process. Sports, especially basketball and
football, aOract enthusiasHc spectators, but they are not the only driver of school
spirit.
Demonstrated interest is considered in the admissions process, which oﬀers four
pathways: Early AcHon, Early Decision 1 and 2 and Regular Decision. Students
who are uncertain about which applicaHon plan to use are invited to seek advice
from the Admissions Oﬃce. The mid-range GPA for admiOed students is 3.5-4.5
when recalculated to consider core courses only, and with extra points given for
honors and advanced placement classes.
At the onset of the pandemic, Elon commiOed to being test-opHonal for at least
three years. The one excepHon is the nursing program, for which applicants must
have a minimum SAT of 1100 or ACT of 22.
All applicants are considered for merit scholarships, but there are also two
programs, Fellows and Scholars, for which applicants may apply.

