Focus on Franklin & Marshall College
Founded in 1853 by the merging of two of our nation’s earliest colleges, Franklin &
Marshall in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, is at its core a liberal arts college. Its mission is
to instill in students a love of learning and inspire them toward self-discovery as
well as successful career paths. F&M’s business majors are among its most popular,
and it has a longstanding reputation for strong pre-medical preparation, but
students need not know their major upon entering and are encouraged to explore
multiple interests.
Since classes average only 17 students, professors are highly accessible and get to
know their students well, serving as mentors as well as teachers. With no graduate
students on campus to compete with, the 2,300 undergraduates have abundant
opportunities in all departments to engage in faculty-mentored research projects
either during the semester or over the summer, and two-thirds of them do so at least
once.
Everyone lives all four years on the college’s beautiful 220-acre campus with both
traditional and modern buildings. After the Oirst year, they may choose from a
variety of housing options, but initially everyone is assigned a living-learning
community within a self-governing “house.”
First year house assignments are based on the student’s “connections” course, a
required class that teaches writing, research and analytic skills via interdisciplinary
study of some theme. Since students are assigned to a section with one of the seven
themes they selected from a list of 40 or 50, they presumably have interests in
common with their classmates in the section, all of whom live together in double
rooms on the same hall.
Each house, which is home to several unrelated living-learning communities, also
has a seminar room where the connections courses are taught and a great room
used for the student government that controls a large portion of the funds allocated
to the house to Oinance their activities.

Diverse economically, ethnically, and religiously, Franklin & Marshall students enjoy
a strong, inclusive community, nurtured partly by the Oirst year housing system and
also by the seminar style classes where effort is made to ensure that all voices feel
welcome. Additionally, international students comprise almost a Oifth of the student
body, providing cross-cultural, global perspectives.
Athletics, which are mostly Division 3, play a signiOicant role in campus life, where
30% of the students are recruited athletes. Fraternities and sororities draw
approximately 30% of the students too, but Greek life does not determine anyone’s
full identity here any more than sports do because participants tend to be involved
in multiple other clubs and organizations as well. In fact, the average F&M student is
involved in four or Oive of the approximately 110 campus organizations. Service
work in the community is popular too.
The Lancaster region still has Amish farms with horses and buggies and lots of corn
mazes, but that’s not all you’ll Oind there. The city of almost 60,000 people has a
growing downtown that many students enjoy patronizing. Among its attractions are
a large indoor farmers’ market, a diverse food scene with great fresh produce, many
small shops, and a Target. For those who want to venture into nature, there are also
numerous hiking trails near campus.
According to Dean of Admissions Lukman Arsalan, the ideal student for Franklin &
Marshall is “eager to make a difference, has a deep curiosity for learning, and is
active in and out of class.” He or she also values the city of Lancaster and is “able to
make connections with that small and safe city.”

