Focus on Hamilton College
Hamilton College, says Vice President of Enrollment Monica Inzer, is “a community
of intellectuals studying what they love.” Its 1,350-acre campus in Clinton, New
York, is home to 2,000 undergraduates, but no more than 1,850 are generally on
campus at one time. The open curriculum means that apart from the courses
students must take for their majors, the only requirements are one quantitative and
three writing-intensive courses, all of which they may choose from numerous
options. The ideal students for Hamilton are passionate about pursuing their
interests and the process of figuring out who they are and who they wish to become.
The Admissions team seeks applicants who love liberal arts and want to study
across the curriculum and try coursework and activities outside their comfort zone.
Approximately 50% of Hamilton students pursue double majors, and the others
most commonly pursue a major and a minor. The school offers an “upside down
curriculum” that enables them to dive into what they think they want to focus on as
soon as they arrive on campus. A goal of the college is to teach all students how to
learn, work in groups, and communicate what they learn so that they will ultimately
emerge as leaders in their fields.
Hamilton’s location in a beautiful, mostly undeveloped portion of upstate New York
means that virtually all of social life occurs on campus. This results in students’
feeling a strong sense of community. Everyone lives in campus housing and
becomes involved in the college’s non-academic activities, which run the full gamut

from sports to arts to public affairs and more. There’s so much going on campus
that they say students have to prioritize their use of time.
Off-campus study is popular too, with 65% of the students doing it at some point.
Hamilton runs a number of its own study-away programs, including one in
Washington, D.C. with a government-focus, three other domestic ones in New York
City, Boston, and the Adirondacks, and three abroad in Paris, Madrid and Beijing.
Approximately 100 additional study abroad programs are approved for credit too.
One-third of Hamilton students are varsity athletes, and 60% play club or
intramural sports. Attendance at games in all the sports is high, with students
cheering on their friends, and the school boasts that they have won 14 national
athletic titles in the past 15 years. Hockey draws the biggest crowds, and students
exhibit lots of “Hamilton pride.”
The recent opening of an impressive new facility called the Kennedy Center for
Theater and Arts has led to a large uptick in students majoring in these areas, so
that, says Inzer, Hamilton is now competing for artsy students with colleges like
Vassar and Wesleyan, while still competing with the likes of Dartmouth, Middlebury,
Colgate and Williams for top students who want challenging academics and small
classes but could be considered more “preppy” or “outdoorsy.”
The student-faculty ratio is 9 to 1, and 75% of the classes have fewer than 20
students, 34% of them fewer than 10. Students in all majors except for Math are
required to do a senior thesis.
While Hamiltonians are serious about their studies, they describe their community
as “friendly and chill” about their classmates’ differences, so this is a welcoming
school for LGBTQ students as well as the 19% who are Pell grant-eligible, meaning
they come from families with limited financial resources. One-third of this past
year’s freshmen are students of color from the U.S., 7% are international, and 50%
receive financial aid, which is entirely need-based. The school is committed to
meeting 100% of need.
Career Counseling is extensive, including lots of workshops, and a recent survey of
Hamilton graduates found that within one year of graduation 98% were employed
or pursuing graduate studies or prestigious fellowships like the Fulbright and
Watson. Hamilton alumni are particularly loyal, as evidenced by the fact that the
percentage who donate to their alma mater places the school in the top one percent
of all colleges and universities in the U.S.
Admissions officers work in teams and focus on ascertaining fit. They require the
SAT, ACT, or any three other tests, provided one is reading-based and the other
quantitative, but the tests are looked at in context. The students who are admitted
have taken a rigorous curriculum and earned mostly A’s, which would probably
place them in the top 10% of their high school class although not many high schools

report rank any longer. Demonstrated interest does not really figure into the
decision, they say, although an apparent lack of interest can work against a
candidate. Interviews are encouraged, and are offered by Skype as well as on
campus.
Forty-five percent of the class is filled through the Early Decision programs (E.D. 1
and E.D. 2), and for the 17% of applicants who apply under one of these, the admit
rate is a bit higher than for Regular Decision applicants. Overall, the admit rate is
21%.

