Focus on Juniata College
Juniata College in Huntington, Pennsylvania, has been among the forty colleges
recognized for their excellence in Colleges that Change Lives since the first edition of
that book was published in 1996. Its approximately 1,500 students comprise an
intellectually engaged community that thrives on the challenges of the school’s
highly personalized, interdisciplinary education. Although less well-known to the
general public than larger schools, Juniata is well known to graduate schools and the
committees that award prestigious fellowships.
Long recognized for the quality of its science programs, especially in Chemistry,
Biological Sciences, and Natural Resources Conservation, Juniata is the
quintessential small liberal arts college that happens also to have a popular program
in Business, Management and Marketing. It also has the nation’s oldest program in
Peace and Conflict Studies, with an institute that hosts conferences and brings to
campus artists and activists in residence.
Instead of pursuing traditional majors, each Juniata student together with two
advisors plans out a course of study around a particular “Program of Emphasis,”
referred to as a POE. The idea behind the POEs is that knowledge is best acquired
and problems most effectively addressed when issues are examined from
interdisciplinary perspectives. Approximately one-third of the students design their
own POEs; the rest select from the 60 or so that are already in existence, many of
them having been developed by former students. All students must also complete
six credit hours of coursework in the following five areas: Fine Arts, International
Studies, Social Sciences, Humanities, and Natural Sciences.
Juniata’s mission is to help students figure out who they are through the exploration
of multiple possible paths, so they are encouraged to take risks with the confidence
that they will be supported. Having POEs rather than majors makes it easier for
students to start out taking courses just because they find them appealing and then
to see the direction their preferences are leading. One professor in the Biology
department speaks of his delight that Juniata students are refreshingly willing to
acknowledge what they don’t know and take responsibility for their own slip-ups.

Another says that this is a place where curiosity is valued as much as achievement,
so students remain as intellectually engaged and curious when they graduate as
they were when they entered.
Experiential education is another hallmark of the Juniata experience. Seventy-five
to eighty percent of the students will have at least one internship before they
graduate. Fifty percent study abroad, which is possible to do in every POE.
Opportunities for mentored research abound in labs, field stations and museums.
Many classes also engage students in the community by partnering with community
based organizations to get them to think about how what they are learning from the
classroom and books may be applied to real world challenges. And finally, a
capstone experience is required of everyone.
Juniata’s location in the county seat with a hospital and many law offices makes for
abundant local internship opportunities (especially since many of the lawyers and
judges in town are Juniata alumni). The town also has an array of businesses that
are attractive to students, some of which are owned by Juniata graduates and are as
quirky as the students, says one professor, citing a nursery that’s also a cheese shop
and a café that’s also a laundromat.
For recreation, there is always something going on on campus. Approximately onethird of the students participate in the D-3 athletics programs. There are also lots of
performances that students attend and numerous traditions that they enjoy, making
for a strong sense of community. Additionally, outdoor activities like hiking and
fishing in the surrounding area are popular with many students.
According to an administrator, the school has a rich tradition of activism, so people
are not afraid to speak their minds and the students go out of their way to make
everyone feel welcome.
Ninety-five percent of Juniata students graduate in four years, so selecting
candidates they expect will be able to do so is a primary goal of the admissions
office. The average grade point average for admitted students is 3.72. Standardized
tests are not required, and applicants with SATs lower than 1080 are advised not to
submit their scores. The admissions office is more interested in the high school
transcript, essays conveying the applicant’s passions, and letters of
recommendation. The application is free and all applicants are automatically
considered for merit aid, The school is proud of its affordability, which has resulted
in 40% of the student body being Pell-eligible or high need.
Admissions deadlines are 11/15 for Early Decision (binding), 1/5 for Early Action
(non-binding), and 2/15 for Regular Decision.

