Focus on Northeastern University
Northeastern University in Boston, MA, is especially noteworthy for several reasons.
First, experiential learning is a hallmark of a Northeastern education, and its co-op
program is one of the oldest and most comprehensive in the nation. Second, its
reputation has risen enormously over the past 10 to 15 years as the result of a
concerted effort to enhance the undergraduate experience. Everything looks new
and modern due to a ten-year master plan financed by a campaign that has raised
$1.25 billion. And third, as a result of all of the above, Northeastern has been
attracting more and more extremely high caliber applicants, making the admissions
process increasingly selective. For the freshman class that entered in 2017, the
admit rate was 27%, and the median high school grade point average was 4.0- 4.4,
median ACT was 32-34, and median SAT was 1400-1500.
With 17,000 undergraduates, Northeastern can be considered a medium large
research institution. It prides itself on providing rigor, guidance, and flexibility. All
courses are taught by professors; graduate student teaching assistants are used only
to teach small recitation sections offered in conjunction with some of the larger
classes. A core curriculum that is competency-based rather than course-based
means that there are many different ways for students to satisfy the requirements.
Northeastern’s programming and requirements are predicated on the belief that
learning occurs best when traditional classroom experiences are combined with
experiences outside the classroom. Thus, all undergraduates must satisfy an
experiential learning requirement by participating in one of the four following:

a co-op, a global experience, research, or service, and most do several if not all of the
above.
Co-ops are full-time, six-month work experiences that may or may not be in Boston.
Most are paid, with an average salary of $20 per hour. Students may do 1, 2, or 3
co-ops while pursuing their undergraduate degree. If they elect to do 3, they will
graduate in 5 years rather than 4, but they pay no tuition while doing the co-ops
(unless they are taking an evening class, which they pay for individually), so the
5-year Bachelor’s degree costs no more than the 4-year one. Approximately half of
the students go this 5-year route because the work experience is tremendously
valuable when they apply for employment upon graduation. Fifty percent actually
end up with jobs at places where they previously did a co-op.
Ninety percent of Northeastern students do at least one co-op even though it is not
required. They are given a co-op advisor in addition to an academic advisor. Co-op
advisors are described as personal professional cheerleaders who champion the
students and use their connections to help them find possible co-ops. Needless to
say, the school keeps a database of places where previous students have done them.
To ensure their success, students are never just thrown into the co-op experience
without preparation. The earliest a co-op can be done is second semester
sophomore year, and prior to doing one, students are required to take a 1-credit
course to prepare them.
Global education options include traditional study abroad for course credit, paid coops abroad, or travel over the summer with a cohort to study something with a
Northeastern professor in a uniquely suitable destination. The co-ops abroad are
often unpaid except for a living stipend, but the students doing them can often live
in housing the university owns in cities around the world.
Research opportunities are available to students as early as first semester freshman
year, as are community service endeavors. Students volunteer with a wide variety
of Boston organizations, and many courses have a service component. Students can
also do community service abroad, so they are encouraged to think creatively about
what they wish to do and work out a plan with their advisors.
Northeastern offers a wide array of majors in its 7 divisions: College of Arts, Media
and Design, D’Amore-McKim School of Business, College of Computer and
Information Science, Bouve College of Health Sciences, College of Engineering,
College of Science, and College of Sciences and Humanities. Applicants are admitted
to the university generally and are free to change majors and schools at any time as
well as to double major or major and minor in more than one school. The
application asks for the anticipated major, but the response does not affect the
likelihood of being admitted as no majors are more difficult to get into than any
others.

Northeastern also offers 95 combined majors, which are so popular that two-thirds
of the current students are currently doing one of them. Many of these combined
majors bring together the study of some aspect of technology, business, or media
with another field.
Northeastern’s self-contained green campus in the middle of the city of Boston is
another of its appeals. Housing is guaranteed for all the years students are taking
classes, and is even available to those who want to live there while doing co-ops.
For those seeking a traditional campus experience, there are more than 400 clubs
and organizations in addition to 18 Division-1 sports teams and numerous club and
intramural athletic opportunities. Students report feeling safe on campus and even
enjoying the food, for which the Food Network ranked Northeastern among the top
50 colleges in the nation.
Northeastern offers both Early Action and Early Decision 1 (11/1), and Early
Decision 2 and Regular Decision (1/1). Students who apply for or state on on the
application that they would be willing to consider the NU/IN option may enter the
university via this 10-year old program, whereby they take courses their first
semester together with other Northeastern students in one of several cities abroad
before coming to the Boston campus as a cohort second semester.

