Focus on Northwestern University
Northwestern University’s 8,000 undergraduates have access to top-ranked
programs in all six of its colleges: Arts and Sciences, Engineering and Applied
Sciences, Communication, Journalism, Music, and Education and Social Policy. The
Medill School of Journalism, the theater program in the School of Communication,
and the Bienen School of Music are all as well known for their professional training
as the other divisions are for their scholarship and research.
Northwestern is a good Jit for students with multiple diverse interests. They apply to
a particular college but may take courses in any or all of the other ones too, and they
may double major in two different ones. Only the music school has an additional
component to the application, an audition, and the musical theater program is
currently piloting the use of an optional audition.
Once admitted to the university, students can easily switch from one school into any
of the others except for music, and twenty-Jive percent of them end up making such
a switch. Applicants interested in the more specialized colleges are advised to apply
there Jirst, after which it is easy to add a second major in Arts and Sciences. The
school’s use of a quarter system with four courses per quarter facilitates double
majoring because it allows for a greater degree of Jlexibility than the more
conventional semester system provides.
Although Northwestern does not offer an undergraduate business major, the “Roads
to Business” link on the university’s website outlines recommended combinations of
studies that will prepare students for business careers. Additionally, several
certiJicates are offered in conjunction with the university’s Kellogg School of
Business, which is otherwise for graduate study only.
Internships, some of which may earn course credit, and undergraduate research
opportunities are plentiful and well funded, as are opportunities for study abroad.
Some students even do internships abroad. Approximately 50% of Northwestern

students have an international experience of some sort, as there are options even for
students majoring in Jields like engineering that don’t allow for study abroad at
some other schools. Financial aid always travels with the student.
Students come to Northwestern from all 50 states and 75 countries, attracted not
only by its prestige, but also its combination of small classes and extensive
recreational opportunities of all different types. Eighty percent of the
undergraduate classes have fewer than 20 students.
The Division 1 athletic program engenders plenty of school spirit, and there is
always some sort of performance going on that students can attend for free.
Evanston is the quintessential college town with restaurants and concerts, and it’s
just 11 miles from Chicago, where students have free access to the Art Institute as
well as Wrigley Field.
Forty percent of Northwestern undergraduates join Greek organizations, some of
which are pre-professional and multicultural. Recruitment doesn’t start until the
second semester. With approximately 500 student organizations on campus, the
culture is one of involvement. In fact, the admissions ofJicers are transparent about
their efforts to identify students who will engage deeply in both academics and
extracurricular activities. Four percent of the students are recruited athletes, and
80% are in intramurals or club sports.
Admission is highly selective, with an acceptance rate last year of 8% and median
ACT scores of 32-35. Additionally, nearly all accepted students are in the top 10% of
their graduating class and have some distinguishing excellence in an academic or
extracurricular sphere. Approximately half of each class is Jilled Early Decision.

