Focus on Sarah Lawrence College
Sarah Lawrence College in Bronxville, New York, offers a highly personalized
education for students who are self-driven and excited about their academic and/or
artistic interests. Instead of declaring conventional majors, Sarah Lawrence
students take responsibility for designing their own unique courses of study in
conjunction with an advisor, called a “don” (like at Oxford), who teaches their
required First Year Studies seminar. Since they choose the focus of that Studies
class from a multitude of options, their don will invariably share one or more of
their interests.
The college’s unusual academic structure engages students in original work from
the first year on. Most classes entail two weekly seminars with a dozen or so
students plus a 30-minute meeting one-on-one with the professor every other
week. The purpose of the one-on-one meetings is to help the students develop their
culminating assignment for the class, which must be a substantial piece of original
work akin to a thesis although somewhat shorter. Students become passionate
about what they are working on and eager to share it with their classmates, so the
creative energy on campus is contagious. And, when they graduate, they have a
portfolio to support applications for jobs and further study. Eighty-five percent of
them will pursue an advanced degree within five years of graduation.
Although Sarah Lawrence requires no specific courses other than First Year Studies,
all undergraduates must take at least two classes in three of the four following
areas: Humanities, History and Social Sciences, Science and Mathematics, and the

Arts. Ultimately, most students design a curriculum for themselves that focuses on
two or more related areas of study. The areas of greatest demand, which
consequently have the greatest number of course offerings, are the visual and
performing arts, creative writing, and filmmaking, biology and the social sciences.
Thirteen percent of the undergraduates are international, and 25% are domestic
students of color. Acceptance of individual differences and commitment to social
justice are dominant values. Thus, the school has affinity groups for students of
color and LGBTQ students with “safe rooms” where they alone can congregate, but
students report that the entire campus feels safe for those who, like gender-nonbinary students, might feel uncomfortable elsewhere.
Housing is guaranteed all four years for the 1400 undergraduates, who are
approximately 70 % women and 30% men. Approximately 50% of the students
study abroad junior year, but when taking classes locally, close to 90% of them opt
to live on the pretty suburban campus a 35-minute train ride from New York City.
Students believe they have the best of both worlds, as they enjoy the intimacy of
campus life while also taking advantage of New York City for internship, social and
cultural opportunities.
While Sarah Lawrence has no Greek life and virtually no party scene, students
report that there is always so much going on it’s often hard to choose what to do.
They enjoy more than 150 student clubs and organizations, an unusually large
number for such a small student body, and 15 Division III sports, the most popular
of which are Men’s Basketball and Equestrian. But perhaps more significant, the
campus is a hub for cultural activities including theater, music and dance
performances and poetry and prose readings that draw people from the community
as well as students, many of whom attend to see their friends perform.
Admission is truly test-optional, but for admitted students who opt to submit tests,
the average SAT is 1300 and ACT 29. The average GPA of admitted students is 3.6.
Each application is read holistically by two admissions officers, beginning with the
one in charge of the region where the applicant attends high school. These regional
admissions officers would like the applicants to consider them a resource for help
through the application process, so they encourage students to reach out with
questions. Demonstrated interest plays a relatively minor role in the process, but
Skype interviews are available for students who can’t get to campus to visit, and
applicants are encouraged to use the optional supplement to demonstrate the
connection between who they are and what Sarah Lawrence offers, how they and
the school are a good fit for each other.
Students may apply Early Action, Early Decision 1, Early Decision 2, or Regular
Decision. The overall admit rate is 53%, with the rate being slightly higher for early
applicants than later ones.

