Focus on Syracuse University
The enthusiasm Syracuse University’s 14,000 undergraduates express for their
school isn’t just about the Division 1 athletics, although cheering for their teams
plays a big role in creating the strong sense of community students there like to talk
about. Syracuse students also speak of the extensive opportunities available to
them, much of it hands-on experience addressing real-world challenges.
Because Syracuse is a tier-one research university, there is enough research going
on for students to become involved in it as early as their freshman year if they wish.
Upstate Medical Center, which is right near the campus, provides additional
opportunities for those interested in health sciences. Internships are required in
many majors in the business school and elsewhere, and the university has received
recognition in a wide range of spheres where student learning goes beyond the
classroom. Among these are its programs in architecture, education,
entrepreneurship, drama, and journalism, to name a few.
Syracuse’s undergraduate programs are housed in nine divisions: the School of
Architecture, College of Arts and Sciences, School of Education, College of
Engineering and Computer Science, the Falk College of Sport and Human Dynamics,
the School of Information Studies, the Whitman School of Management, the
Newhouse School of Public Communications, and the College of Visual and
Performing Arts. Together these schools offer 200 different majors and 100 minors,
many of them tailored to prepare students for work opportunities immediately
following graduation.
Applicants apply to a first and second choice college, some of which are more
selective than others. It’s important to read through the university website because
sometimes similar sounding programs are offered in more than one school. The

most selective of Syracuse’s colleges is the Newhouse School, home to one of the
nation’s most prestigious communications programs with strong ties to the
journalism and broadcast industries.
Newhouse admissions officers say they look for students who are strong in class and
are leaders in addition to having at least a 650 on the verbal portion of the SAT or a
30 Composite ACT score. Journalistic experience is helpful but not essential. The
College of Visual and Performing Arts offers what may sound at first like a similar
major in Communication and Rhetorical Studies, but it is actually quite different.
This major is more suited for students who wish to pursue a career in fields like
public relations, public affairs and advocacy, or political communication. Students
admitted to this program average a 3.5 GPA and 1250 SAT.
The College of Engineering and Computer Science houses 10 majors: Aerospace,
Chemical, Civil, Computer, Electrical, Environmental and Mechanical Engineering as
well as Bioengineering, Computer Science, and System and Information Sciences.
The Computer Science programs in this college are for students interested in
developing software products. They need strong math skills and should have taken
at least pre-calculus in high school. A background in calculus is preferred along with
a math score of at least 620 on the SAT or 28 on the ACT, and a 3.6 unweighted GPA.
On the other hand, students interested in developing applications for the software
would find what they are looking for in the School of Information Studies. Popularly
referred to as the “I school,” this is newest of the divisions. The programs in this
school are for students interested in figuring out new uses for all of the data
technology generates. The curriculum here is not calculus-based as it is in the
computer science programs; instead, admissions officers say, they are seeking
“extraverted analysts” who write essays explaining what problems they want to
solve. Among students admitted to this division, the average GPA is 3.5, SAT is
1250, and ACT is 27.
The Whitman School of Management, another of the university’s most selective
divisions, offers majors in Accounting, Entrepreneurship, Finance, Management,
Marketing Management, Real Estate, Retail Management, and Supply Chain
Management. To be admitted to Whitman, students must have strong quantitative
skills and high school math courses at least through pre-calculus. Their average
GPA is 3.71 and ACT is 28.
In general, applicants to Syracuse are admitted by college but not by major, and it is
relatively easy to switch majors within a college, a bit more difficult to switch
colleges. The only three majors that admit students exclusively directly from high
school are musical theater, sports management, and sports analytics. The latter two
blend class time with professional work placement, so they have to remain small to
ensure placements for all their students.

Academic advising is robust throughout the university, as is support of all kinds.
Students in the College of Arts and Sciences, for instance, are assigned advisors in
both their college and their specific major who help them plan their course of study.
Before they are allowed to register for each of their first four semesters, an advisor
must meet with them to approve their schedule.
The residence halls have mentoring programs, and a new center destined to open in
the fall of 2019 will bring together under one roof a panoply of services that have
already existed to support the students’ academic, social, and emotional wellbeing.
A building that will house a National Veterans Resource Center is also under
construction. The veterans it will support are a significant presence on campus, and
Syracuse also has an ROTC program. Students say that the student body is not
terribly political but seems fairly balanced, between liberals, and there is little
tension among them.
Approximately 33% of Syracuse students are involved in Greek life, but of these
one-third are in pre-professional organizations, one-third in multicultural
organizations, and only one-third in conventional fraternities and sororities. The
university has been getting tougher on the conventional ones than they were in the
past, closing them down now when they are found guilty of infractions.
Additionally, before they are allowed to host parties, members of the Greek
organizations are required to participate in programs about sexual assault and the
meaning of consent. There are also posters all over campus promoting sexual health
and a clear understanding of what constitutes consent.
Students describe feeling safe on campus, in large part because people go out of
their way to be helpful to one another, especially upperclassmen to the freshmen.
The many school traditions are not just fun, but also serve to bring people together,
enabling everyone to feel part of the larger community.

