Focus on The University of Rhode Island
The University of Rhode Island has approximately 15,000 undergraduates and
fewer than 5,000 graduate students, making it relatively small for a public
university that still offers the school spirit and Division 1 athletics program of a
larger one. A good fit for students with a variety of academic interests and learning
styles who want a somewhat personalized educational experience, the university
requires all freshmen to take “URI 101,” a course that connects them with resources
to ensure their success. Approximately half of the students come from out of state
or abroad, attracted by the friendly, open-minded student body as well as the fact
that 78% of the classes have fewer than 30 students.
Eighty majors are offered in URI’s eight academic colleges: Arts and Sciences,
Communications and Media, Health Sciences, Nursing, Pharmacy, Education and
Professional Studies, Business, Engineering, and Environment and Life Sciences.
Major investments in construction projects and merit scholarships have raised the
university’s academic profile significantly over the past decade. The average GPA of
admitted students (recalculated using only five core subjects and weighted for
honors courses) is 3.5. The average SAT is 1190 and ACT is 25.
Most students have until their fourth semester to declare a major after exploring
potential interests and taking general education credits. The exceptions are the
Nursing and Pharmacy students, who must apply to these programs directly from
high school. These are the most difficult majors to get into and do not admit

transfer students. For both, the average recalculated GPA is 3.9 and the average
SATs are in the 1200s.
The College of Engineering has also been among URI’s more selective divisions,
currently admitting students with an average recalculated GPA of 3.6. The school
anticipates that the opening in fall 2019 of a new 150 million dollar Engineering
building will likely increase that division’s draw and selectivity further. The new
facility will house faculty research in some of today’s hottest fields ranging from
alternative energy to cybersecurity. Another noteworthy feature of URI’s
engineering school is an International Engineering Program that enables students to
earn a second degree in Chinese, French, German, Italian, or Spanish and to study
abroad where the language is spoken.
The College of Business, home to eight undergraduate majors, has impressive new
facilities too and also offers an international program that enables students to take a
second degree in French, German, Spanish or Chinese. The Business division’s eight
majors are among the university’s most popular.
For many URI students, a major appeal of the school is its location in Kingston, a half
hour from Providence but only ten minutes from the beach. The accessibility of the
oceanfront makes for attractive recreational and housing opportunities as well as
exceptionally strong programs in Marine Sciences and Oceanography.
Housing is guaranteed all four years, and nearly all freshmen live on campus. The
varied residential options include Living and Learning Communities for students
wishing to live with others who share their interests. Besides the ones focused
around the various majors, one Living and Learning Community is called GELS, an
acronym for Gender, Equity and Leadership in Sexuality. (URI has a long history of
being LGBTQ-friendly.) Some of the others have special resources in their buildings,
like the bone room in the Nursing one that rents out skeletons for students to use
when studying for practicums. However, many upperclassmen opt to live during the
school year in beach houses rented from owners who use them only in the summer.
The campus is divided in three tiers, the top being the academic one, the middle for
the 25 residence halls and the dining facilities, and the lower one for the athletic
facilities, some of which are among the best in the region.
Of URI’s Division-1 teams, Basketball draws the largest crowds and generates the
most excitement. The many club sports offered include Equestrian, Rowing, and
Sailing, and plenty of intramural sports are offered too. Oozeball, a massive
volleyball tournament played in two feet of mud, is a major annual event.
Twenty percent of undergraduates participate in one of the many study-abroad
opportunities that range from the traditional semester to three-week trips led by
professors.

An active career services center begins engaging all students early in their college
careers, helping them obtain internships with a computer program called
“Handshake” that identifies 4,000 internships per year.
An Honors Program offers small classes with an interdisciplinary approach and a
focus on discussion and project-based, collaborative learning. The admissions office
superscores both the SAT and the ACT (takes the highest score for each section
across multiple exams) and automatically admits to the Honors Program any
applicants with 1300 on the SAT and a recalculated GPA of 3.5 or with 1200 on the
SAT and a recalculated GPA of 3.8. Students who aren’t admitted automatically may
still apply and stand a good chance of getting in. Honors students register for their
classes earlier than their non-honors classmates and enjoy personal advising, an
Honors Student Lounge, and apartment-style housing from sophomore year on. To
graduate with full honors they must complete a minimum of 6 honors courses of
various types in addition to a research project. Approximately 30 students do so
each year.
Besides grades in core courses and standardized test scores, admissions decisions
are based on consideration of the application essay, senior year courses, and letters
of recommendation from the school counselor and, if the student wishes, from one
classroom teacher. If the student feels compelled to send a third letter, the
admissions office requests that it be from someone who knows the student in a
totally different capacity, for instance a coach, boss, or even family friend.
December 1 is the deadline for applicants to the Colleges of Nursing, Engineering,
Business, and Pharmacy. That’s also the Early Action deadline required for most
merit scholarships.

