Focus on University of Maryland
A quarter of the 30,000 undergraduates who attend University of Maryland’s main
campus in College Park hail from out of state, 4% of them from foreign countries.
Listed as one of the nation’s top 20 research universities by U.S. News and World
Report and one of the ten best universities for value by Kiplinger, University of
Maryland boasts a population on its College Park campus that is exceptionally
diverse and welcoming. Students from traditionally underrepresented minorities
now comprise 46% of the student body, and Jewish students comprise 25%.
Campus Pride has named it the number one school for its social climate and support
for LGBTQ students. In short, students of all sorts can Uind their niche as well as
come together with the larger community to enjoy great school spirit.
For many students, the university’s biggest draw is the opportunity for a full campus
experience coupled with easy access to downtown Washington, D.C., which, like
Baltimore, is just 30 minutes away by public transportation. On campus, students
have access to more than 800 clubs and organizations, Division 1 Athletics in the Big
10 league, and Greek life if they want it (12-15% join social fraternities and
sororities).
Washington, D.C. provides a multitude of internship opportunities as well as
abundant additional options for recreational and cultural pursuits. Closer to home,
College Park has itself become an increasingly appealing college town due to the
arrival over the past Uive years of many new restaurants and shops that cater to
students.

With 12 schools and colleges offering 102 undergraduate majors, the University of
Maryland offers a multitude of academic paths, the most popular of which include
Biology, Business, Computer Science, Criminal Justice, Economics, Engineering, and
Journalism. The two newest majors are “Immersive Media and Design,” which
combines computer science and art, and Religions of the Middle East. While the
application asks for an intended major, the most common freshman designation is
“Undecided” in the College of Letters and Sciences.
The Computer Science, Engineering, and Business programs are the most
competitive to get into. To enter them directly, applicants must show strength in
high school math and science. If not admitted to these programs initially, though,
students can still be admitted to the university and have a chance to transfer in later.
For most of these programs, students will be admitted after earning a minimum
grade point average in three to Uive “gateway” courses as well as a minimum GPA
overall.
The Business School is an exception because its size is capped, but a number of spots
are reserved for transfers from within the university as well as from other
undergraduate institutions. Depending on the number of applications in any given
year, the admit rate for transfers varies from about 60 to 70%.
A number of Living-Learning Programs enable some students to live together with
classmates and faculty from two of more linked courses. Some of these are selective,
like Honors College, College Park Scholars and CIVICUS, the last of which is for
students engaged in signiUicant leadership and service to the surrounding
community in conjunction with their coursework. These three programs have all
been recognized as national models.
First-Year Experience Programs that combine seminar and residential experiences
are designed to help freshmen feel connected to their chosen university or college.
Language House, Jimenez Porter Writers’ House, and two Engineering houses enable
upperclassmen to expand their education within their residential communities too.
Among the other hallmarks of a UMD education are opportunities to do academic
research in all departments, internships (in Washington, D.C. and Baltimore, and in
the summer all over), study abroad, and participate in service learning (service work
in neighboring communities that is integrated with academic work). Approximately
80% of Maryland students do one or more of these.
Applicants are strongly encouraged to meet the November 1st priority deadline both
because a very large portion of the class is admitted from that cohort, and because it
is required for eligibility for scholarships, merit aid, and admission to the LivingLearning communities. The review process is holistic, based on 26 factors, one-third
of which are academic and the other two-thirds of which are non-academic.
Demonstrated interest is NOT one of them, and it makes no difference if the

applicant uses the Common Application, Coalition Application, or Maryland’s own
application. The admit rate (approximately 47%) is virtually the same for applicants
from in and out of state.
Some freshmen applicants are admitted for the spring term, as University of
Maryland Uills 4,000 to 4,300 freshman spots each fall and brings in another 1,150 to
start in the spring. Students who are admitted for the spring can go elsewhere for a
semester and transfer in credits so that they still graduate on time. The majority of
spring admits, however, opt to participate in a program called Freshman Connection.
They live in campus housing and are able to participate in all university clubs and
organizations, but their classes are all held between 4 and 8:30 p.m. or on Fridays.
An upside of this is that their classes are capped at 50 to 60 students, much smaller
than some of the introductory courses held earlier in the day, so the program can
actually make for an easier transition into the university.

