Focus on University of South Carolina
The University of South Carolina’s flagship campus in the state capital of Columbia
offers its 25,550 undergraduates a more personalized experience than one might
expect, given the school’s size. Administrators take pride in their responsiveness to
student needs and the very caring faculty and staff who ensure that USC students
never feel like a number rather than a person. The academic offerings are extensive
across the university’s 12 colleges, but it is easy to change majors even between
colleges, and the advisors in all of them have been trained to help students navigate
the process.
U.S.C.’s 47 nationally ranked programs include an Honors College that has ranked
#1 in the country since 2012. The International Business program has ranked #1
for 18 years. The Sports and Entertainment Management program is currently
ranked #3 in the U.S. and #5 in the world. Other highly ranked offerings (in no
particular order) include Global Supply Chain Management, Insurance and Risk
Management, Sport Science, Exercise Science, Dance, Marine Science, Journalism,
Fuel Cell Research, Nanotechnology, Chemical and Mechanical Engineering, and a
Nuclear Engineering minor.
Seventy-five percent of classes have 40 or fewer students, and there are very few
large lecture halls. Walking across campus takes 20 minutes, but a shuttle can speed
up the process, and students say that once they declare their major, most of their
classes are clustered in a smaller area. Nevertheless, there is plenty to draw them
to other parts of campus when they are not in class, like an abundance of free food
stands set up in conjunction with frequently held recreational activities like a
carnival with bouncy houses.

Southern graciousness is palpable on campus, along with support for the athletic
teams and the school spirit it engenders, evident in the ubiquitous Gamecock
apparel. During the football season a pep rally is held every Friday, and tailgating is
popular. Recently the women’s basketball team has also generated much
excitement.
However, the location in a state capital and fact that over 40% of the students come
from out of state, half of those from other countries, gives the campus a
cosmopolitan feel too. Students have access to everything from performances in the
university’s multiple theaters to kayaking on the river a short distance away, to a
fitness center that looks like a resort. During the 2016 presidential campaign, all
the major political candidates came to speak on campus, providing students with
opportunities not just to hear them, but also to work on setting up and broadcasting
the events.
More than 400 clubs and organizations cater to diverse student interests that run
the gamut from community service to skydiving. A Leadership and Service Center
helps students engage extensively in both. Additionally, twenty-six percent of the
students participate in Greek life, many of them living in the fraternity and sorority
houses that are clustered together in a “Greek Village.” Rushing occurs every
semester, so students don’t feel pressure to pledge at any particular time.
Study abroad is very popular, with students doing it for any amount of time ranging
from one or two-week trips during school breaks to a full year. The university
organizes unusual opportunities like a medical mission to Peru during winter break
for students studying relevant coursework, and will cover the cost of the entire
experience except for the airfare.
Several Career Fairs are held on campus each semester to serve students seeking
both internships and employment, and the Career Services Office provides access to
a number of databases and list serves. Business and STEM students have their own
Career Fairs. Funded research opportunities for undergraduates are plentiful in all
disciplines.
The Honors College is open to students in all majors, who are required to take at
least 45 credits within the Honors College, but on average take more, usually two or
three courses per semester, both in and out of their majors. They enjoy lots of
hands-on discussion and particularly close relationships with professors since the
classes in the Honors College average 16 students. Additionally, three of their credit
hours must be obtained through work outside the classroom in the form of research,
an internship, or study abroad. Honors College students also have priority course
registration, their own housing, and an Honors advisor in addition to the advisor
they have in their major.
The University of South Carolina uses its own application, available online from the
school’s website, or the Coalition application. Students must select a first and

second choice major (particularly important if their first choice is in Business or
Nursing, the two most competitive divisions), and must submit a 250-word personal
statement in addition to an activities list. They are then asked to upload an
unofficial transcript and submit official SAT or ACT scores. The Admissions Office
recalculates a weighted GPA of their core courses.
Applicants with at least a 29 on the ACT or 1360 on the SAT will receive a pop-up
within 24 hours of their submission that asks if they wish to be considered for the
Honors College. If they do, they must provide two teacher letters of
recommendation and write two additional essays of 500-1,000 words each, to
demonstrate evidence of intellectual curiosity and creativity.
Even for students from out of state, the University of South Carolina is particularly
generous. Overall, 90% of the students receive some financial aid, approximately
one-third of it merit-based. All applicants are considered automatically for some of
these merit awards, and for others, the Honors College application is used.
October 15th is the Early Action deadline, and to be eligible for the Honors College,
students must submit their basic application by then.
November 15th is the deadline for the additional Honors College and top scholarship
application.
December 1st is the regular decision application deadline although applicants have
until February 1st to submit all their credentials.

